How would your life be different if you viewed every
action as an opportunity to worship God?

This was one of the reflection questions in our journal
books that we used on our mission trip this year.
Overwhelmingly, our small group responded that our
everyday life would be more "positive". We also agreed
that 1t would take some effort to actually accomplish
this feat.

This was my 8th mission trip if you count the two Jr.
High trips. Some of the Seniors have participated all
five years. Deacon Ed has us beat, this was his 17%".
Crazy right?! The one common thread is that you can
always count on St. Julie students to represent our
parish community to the highest standards. They work
extremely hard. They are the first to volunteer when
asked. They are respectful of each other, the
chaperones and most importantly the people we are
serving.

My work group spent its days working with the children
from Logan, West Virginia and visiting two different

Nursing Homes. We also unloaded a large truck filled
with sheetrock. Needless to say, they worked very
hard. Where four or more were gathered, they were

handed the next piece of sheetrock and so it went..
They were so soaked with sweat that they all looked as
if they had been swimming when the Jjob was completed.
A job very well done indeed. We did almost lose

Mrs. O’'Donnell off the truck but she recovered nicely
and didn’t miss a beat. (It really was an accident. )

The teens spent a lot of time planning out the
activities for the children. Games, skits, Bible
stories, songs, etc. were all part of each day.

They played countless games of 4-Square even though the
Logan natives seem to have the upper hand. They played
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Caylin Alex
Mission Trip Reflection

After attending the mission trip to Tallulah, Louisiana, | was absolutely
astonished in how | gained an even closer connection with God on my second
mission trip in Logan, West Virginia. My trip to Logan was an excellent experience

that allowed me to gain an amazing insight into my religion and an even closer

bond with God.

One way in which I was enlightened by my trip to Logan, West Virginia was
seeing what amazing things | could do through the power God has given me. After
four days of hard work in building a wheelchair ramp, | was amazed at the results
of our project. | never would have imagined we could create something that

incredible, and the reaction of the homeowner, Miss Connie, was so rewarding!

Another way in which [ was enlightened by my trip to Logan, West Virginia
was seeing how the people opened up over time. The first day we arrived to our
work site at Miss Connie’s house, she was very kind but seemed to be reserved.
By the final day of our work site, she was standing outside and telling our group
stories about her life. | was aware of the leaders informing us of how they

eventually open up, but experiencing it was incredible.
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Mission Reflection 2012
Benjamin Helton

I have never been very open about my faith. | do not go around touting the fact that | am a
Catholic. In fact, most of the time | say that | was “raised Catholic.” | feel this way because due to my
experiences with my faith, | have found that words are meaningless and those with faith that speak the
most do the least. If a person has faith in God or any god is meaningless if there are no acts to
accompany it. Otherwise it is all just words.

There was reluctance in me to accompany the TNT kids on this mission trip. | still owed about
20 hours of community service in accordance with my plea bargain for my DUI. This trip would put me
scores ahead of the service number and it ate into almost a week of my summer vacation where | should
have been preparing for my Fall 2012 semester at Northern Illinois University. But then | got to thinking
about the nature of religion and faith and acting as Christ would act. Religion is not just about saying
the right things to score points for the afterlife, it is about unifying a community. Too often, a
community of Christians gets negative attention from society. Westboro Baptist Church springs to mind
since they prefer to tear down instead of build by protesting soldiers’ funerals with their infamous “God
Hates Fags” signs. What TNT and St. Julie’s does, though, is improve their own community as well as
other, more impoverished communities. TNT puts the youth to work as Christ would work by involving
them in programs that benefit the less fortunate. For this reason, | wanted to accompany the teens to
West Virginia.

The Youthworks program instills a love of Christ in community action. From what | can tell, they
seek out communities in need of and willing to accept assistance. It is comforting to know that more
organizations the spread the actions of Christ exist. | do not currently attend church but the Church was
a big part of my upbringing and will always be part of who I am. This mission trip was rehabilitating in
my faith in the Church. It showed me a long forgotten side of it: the side that acts as Christ.



-douepodut [enba jo St suoraId $_Por) Jo auo I[Fuls AI9Ad ‘[[€ 10]} Y "2DURISISSE
10} Sutp[eo st aovdAur ur auokue uayar 12JUNJOA 0] AW SIDUIN[JUL OS[B INQ "BITLI A
15940 U1 3soy) djay 03 aw pamojje L[uo jou duy S1y) Jey) 3A21[2q 0) dUL PO SE| dLOW LYdNn
0s pur “ypna pake[d | uIpiyo ay) ‘pauiroiud | AP YL [ UBL) IBUNIOJ SSI] ISOY}
JSISSR O] DWW SJURA Y MOY PUL pon) £q WL | PAssI|q Moy pazijeal | 231 Aw pur jasw
;noqe alot pawied os(e | ng ‘paau ut dpdoad djay [ pip A[uo JON PO INO TurduAN[JUL
pue 03 Sunnqryuod Kpanisod sea | J1 Se [90] dlU PR SAWOY PIILWdAP sy juted pue
Jonsuosal 0} Juas duy uoissiw e jo 1ed Fuiag “SIUdWUOIIAUL TUIAL] pUR SI9)AYS 2[qeIIns
J0 paatidap a1om sarjiie) awWos ‘Jeyy 01 uonippe uj “Jues [ s3uos A[2A0[ 3y} 01 anp SUIZNID
J1o1uas ay) FJuowe JyJ1{ap dsusuiwl pajeadd | 103 ‘opud 1eatd yiim pajji sea | ‘dwoy
uisanu ayj e j§]0j A[I2P]2 3y} FUIUILIUD J[IYA\ “ARD 2B pojueisd 10} aye) [ FUIIauIos
‘9A0[ 03 duoawWwios 10} jetadsap uaip(iyd ayj [k Aq payono) sem [ ‘@jdwexa 104 "jo paddins
Ao sueIUIBIIA 1S9 A\ AUBW U]} JBY) SPIJU DISEQ U} 10} POSSI|Q [93) 0] W PIasned
jeyy) saouanadxa snosawnu pey | ajdoad ayy Jo sem ayy pajeioip ALdaod tuonenyis
SNONPIE UE 2N Ojul SN} 2q P[NO2 3}e}S SN03F103 B (ons MmOy paltopuom [ ‘Aeme udde)
seav (Jealq AW ‘eiuISaIA JSOA\ 01Ud0S U0 SO Fu1yas 1511y uodp) “a31] AW Jo Iopuielal Ay}
moyanouy) s9j35nas pue sdiyspaey aInyng TUIA[OS UL DU JSISSE [[IM B} SOLIOWUDW L[IIA
aw papiaoid sey uonipadxa Furyonoy Siy [ YSLIDYD I9AJI0] [[Im [ 1By} 2dmuaApe [enjLids
e ‘Kowmnof [euostad umo Awr sem 11 iduy opdwis e snl jou sem uoiFar uoyoLys-Auaa0d
SI) 03 JISIA A “BILIAIA 1504 Ul suiejunopy ueryoejeddy oy 03 diy uorssiw

oy uo oF 01 Anunuoddo ayy usard sea [ eyl paysnes pue [nJojedd Ajpunuod we |

10T ‘tTAnS
du uoissipy
olrDag Aase)



Logan West Virginia Mission Trip Reflection
Dennis Bresingham

St. Julie’s

This being my first mission trip ever, | had mixed feelings going into the trip.
I didn’t know what to expect, and | had only two real friends going with me. Also |
am not a member at St. Julie’s; therefore it was very unlikely that | would know
anybody there. Before this trip | felt like it would be just a week of me waking up
early, chipping paint, going back and sleeping, but it was much more. | became
close with nearly every person on the trip. Also | thought that the worship time
every day would be just a regular mass; however the singing and connecting with
God that we took part in was a much deeper experience.

Overall I can honestly say that the experience was life changing. | think
about life differently, and appreciate all that | have more because of this. The
woman who owned the house that | was working on, Anita, was such a
respectable person in the sense that she was extremely optimistic about us fixing
her house in the allotted time we were given. Even though it was only four days,
we chipped off all of the old paint, and added three layers to 4 of the walls of her
house. | felt like in doing this we showed the strength of God in our work and
gave hope to Anita.

In conclusion, this trip was a life changing experience, and | am strongly
considering taking part in upcoming mission trips in the future. | thank St. Julie’s
for welcoming me into their group as quickly and as politely as they did and look
forward to spending time with them in the near future.
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built. The feeling of pride and accomplishment was overwhelming to me, something | hadn’t
really felt that strongly about in a long while.

So luckily for me, this trip was exactly what | had hoped it would be: a completely
different experience for me to go through compared to my previous mission trips. There were
certainly both positives and negatives to compliment these changes, but my overall experience

in Logan, West Virginia certainly will never be forgotten.
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sense of accomplishment. There were so many times | just wanted to give up and head
back to our base where we slept and were fed, but | had a team that looked up to me to
keep myself and them going. Their commitment, community, and faith helped all of us to
plow through the task at hand. | appreciated that our specific team was able to work at
the same work site, because it gave us the opportunity to get to know each other better,
develop a friendship with the family we were working to serve, and to see the difference
we made as a team within a few days at our work site.

My goal attending the mission trip was to serve others and to help teens grow in
their faith...1 now only felt | accomplished that in just one week, but | came back from
the mission trip rejuvenated and with a new sense of purpose. | went on the trip hoping
to help others open up about their faith and instead the teens and other chaperones
helped me to grow in my own faith. | look forward to many more TNT mission trips in the
future, and as | speak with other young adults and parents of teens, | too encourage
them to take just one week to make a huge difference in the lives of the communities we

serve, but the teens and their own faith.

Kasia Stachon
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Meanwhile, the other half of the group worked with some of the older
residents. This job involved scraping paint and other unwanted materials. Even
though | did not take part in these jobs (of scraping paint), I still felt connected to
those doing that work because at the end of each day, we all got together to
share our day and our thoughts about them. Usually they had a few “oh yea's”
and “yay God's.” With each little evening prayer service we all grew closer to one

another, and the God.

With this mission trip, my eyes have been opened. Devoting myself for the
benefit of others truly shows you know how powerful a helping hand can be. We
are all His servants, and by serving others is serving Him. If this is want God
wants, he'll know that some of his loyal servants are here in TNT. Thank you to
St. Julie’s for this great opportunity to serve God and serve others more than |

expected. Thank you God, for opening my eyes.
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as if they were her own. She could walk up to anyone and talk to them as if she has known them

for years.

Mission Trip 2012 is a trip I will never forget.
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