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An NBC Chicago TV report that aired Monday night was edited in such a way that gave 
the false impression that Pope Francis and I consider the protection of children to be 
less important than other issues, such as the environment or immigration. Nothing could 
be further from the truth.  
 
A review of the unedited footage of that interview shows that I was referring to the 
recent letter by Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò, not the terrible crime of clergy sexual 
abuse. I said that it was not appropriate, or even possible for Pope Francis to respond 
to the letter’s many undocumented allegations, and I endorsed his request that 
journalists determine their veracity.  
 
I was then asked whether there should be an independent investigation of the 
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick case, and I endorsed the call of Cardinal Daniel 
DiNardo, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, for a thorough 
investigation. 
 
The edited report created the false impression that my comment that the pope should 
not “go down the rabbit hole” of the allegations in the Viganò letter was about sexual 
abuse. As the unedited footage shows, it was not. 
 
As I wrote in my letter responding to the Pennsylvania Grand Jury report: “Whatever 
words we may use to describe the anguish of reading about these heinous acts, they 
can never capture the reality of suffering endured by victims of sexual abuse, suffering 
compounded by the woeful responses of bishops who failed to protect the people they 
were ordained to serve. … We must resolve to face our failures and hold each other 
accountable. We must resolve to be clear-eyed about what we have done, what we 
have failed to do, and what remains to be done. We must resolve to live in the light of 
humility, of repentance, of honesty — the light of Christ. As your bishop, I pledge to 
continue holding firm to that resolve. And I ask for you to pray for all victims of abuse.” 
 
 

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/cardinal-cupich-interview-questions-cardinal-mccarrick-allegations-491926591.html
https://www.archchicago.org/en/statement/-/article/2018/08/17/letter-from-cardinal-blase-j-cupich-to-the-people-of-the-archdiocese-of-chicago-in-response-to-the-pennsylvania-grand-jury-report

